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A Guide to Sound Testing

Before we attend site to carry out a sound insulation test, it is necessary for you (the customer) to check that the following details
have been completed and inform us of any part which is incomplete;

Checklist

Complete and free access needs to be provided to all rooms being tested on all levels of the building.

All properties will be fully vacated during the entire duration of test - the engineer will notify the site manager on the day
if additional staff need to be removed from the test building.

Any associated building work will need to be stopped during the entire duration of the test. Noise sources (such as radios)
will need to be turned off. Painting and cleaning activities will also need to stop.

External ground works must be stopped for the duration of the test.

All doors and windows shall be closed for the duration of the test.

Ideally, floor finishes (such as carpets, vinyl, ceramic tiling or timber laminates) have not been fitted in rooms on 1st floor
levels or above if separating floors are to be tested.

240V electrical outlets must be available in each pair of rooms under test. We cannot undertake testing using generators
as inherent voltage fluctuations can damage the test equipment.

Smoke alarms must be de-activated prior to our arrival.

Mechanical Ventilation systems must be turned off prior to our arrival.

Our engineers are not permitted to use temporary stairs, ladders or scaffolding to move between test rooms
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Additional tips to maximise test performance?

Skirting boards should not touch the perimeter of a floating floor.

Partitions being tested shall be fully finished.

Any gaps in walls and/or floors need to be sealed.

All electrical fittings and fixtures need to be installed.

All rooms should be empty wherever possible, tools and building materials can vibrate during test conditions and can
therefore distort results.

Internal doors should have seal fitted where “rooms for residential use” are being tested.
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When is a test is needed?

Dwellings that have been recently formed (i.e., new build) or formed by a material change of use (i.e. conversions) that have
separating floors or walls to other dwellings or with separating walls or floors to commercial use properties require sound
insulation testing.

Airborne and Impact Test?

There are two tests which can be carried out on party structures to check the sound insulation performance. The first type of test
relates to airborne sound, i.e., how well the floor or wall reduces the passage of speech, television, radio and similar sounds; the
second test relates to impact sounds such as footsteps, chair scrapes or items being dropped on a party floor only.

Accredited for sound testing?

MES use specialist sub-contractors to undertake acoustic testing, who are registered under the UKAS or ANC accredited schemes to
carry out sound insulation testing in accordance with the Approved Document ‘E’ 2003 of the Building Regulations and BREEAM.
We would issue a report incorporating the results and commenting as necessary in respect to the criteria. The tests are carried out
in full accordance with UKAS or ANC Accredited procedures.
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