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To give your ventilation system the best opportunity of achieving a good test result, please go
through the following checklist before the test takes place;
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Pre-Test Checklist

Are fans installed in all wet rooms (including utilities and kitchens)?

Do all fans have power and run when switched on?

If the only extract in a kitchen is the cooker hood, does this extract to outside?

Are all fans fitted capable of providing the required flow rates with the length of ductwork attached to them (check with
manufacturer or installer if unsure)?

If using flexible ductwork ensure it is pulled to at least 90% of its full length and not kinked, trapped or crushed — particularly at
bends.

Ensure there is at least a 10mm undercut to all internal doors above the finished floor level (including floor coverings).

Is safe access available to all fans?
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Intermittent extract Part F requirements are:
Kitchens = 30 |/s (over hob, ducted)

Kitchens if cooker hood not ducted = 60 |/s
Utilities =30 /s

WCs=61/s

Bathrooms/en-suites = 15 |/s
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*|/s — litres per second

Why should | use MES?

We are fully qualified to carry out flow rate testing and commissioning for all ventilation systems. We are also able to
undertake this testing at the same time as performing an air leakage test, minimising site disruption and reducing costs.
We use UKAS calibrated equipment so you can be certain that our on-site measurements are completely accurate and
reliable.

The requirement to have ventilation systems checked and commissioned before handover was introduced in the October
2010 edition of Approved Document F - all properties that had their Building Regulations application made after the 1st
October 2010 are required to have the in-situ performance of the ventilation system checked and compared to the
requirements of Approved Document F and the Domestic Ventilation Compliance Guide.

Why is this required?

Since the revisions to Approved Documents L1A & L1B in 2010 and 2021, buildings have been designed to be more and more
airtight in order to minimise uncontrolled ventilation through the building fabric. This helps reduce heat loss and improves
the SAP performance. However, it also removes a ventilation source and, unless the ventilation system of the dwelling is
providing sufficient air movement then this can result in damp and condensation issues within the building. This testing is to
ensure that the ventilation system as installed meets the Building Regulations requirements.

What does a test involve?

We use an anemometer and cone to measure the flow rate of each extract fan. Our engineer will also perform some visual
checks of the ventilation system.

When is a test carried out?

When the property is completed. It doesn’t have to be decorated or have carpets fitted, but all of the parts of the ventilation
system should be installed and fully operational. Please try to give us as much notice as possible. However if an urgent test
is required we can normally do this within a couple of days.

What do you need to send us?
Nothing - we can gather all of the information we need on site during the test.

What happens if my fans don’t achieve the minimum flow requirements?

There are several potential causes for poor fan preformance. It could either be due to the ducting being too long /
restricted in some way (kinked or crushed), or the fan itself isn’t powerful enough. In both cases it is likely that your
installer will need to identify and rectify the cause, and a return visit to repeat the tests may be necessary.
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