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Photographic Evidence  
 
AD L: Volume 1 lists a number of photographs that are required to be taken during 
construction, whilst others could be taken closer to completion. It is imperative that 
the requirements and the correct timeframe are followed when taking the 
photographs. Geo-location should be enabled to confirm the location, date and time 
of each image.  
 
The below is a guide as to at what construction stage each photo should be taken 
based on an example of typical build stages of a new dwelling;  
 

Build Stage  Typical elements constructed  AD L Photo Reference  

Oversite 

Foundations 

1A, 1B, 1C 
Sub masonry  

Drains                                                                 
Oversite 

 

Roofed 

Masonry to Joists  

2A, 2B, 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B 

 

Joists   

Second floor                                                                      
Third floor 

 

 

Masonry to plate  

Gables/roof carcass  

Roof coverings  
 

1st fix  

1st fix carpet  

5 

 

1st fix plumbing   

1st fix electrics  

Plastering 
 

Completion  

2nd fix carpet 

6A, 6B, 6C  

 

2nd fix plumbing 
 

2nd fix electrics                                                               

Kitchen  

 

 

Ceramics 
 

Decorations 
 

Finals                                                                                   

QCFI 

 

 

CML 
 

Completion 
 



 

 

Photographic Guidance  
 
This section takes a look at each photograph listed in Appendix B of AD L: Volume 1 to indicate what each one should cover. Without 
good quality photographs it will not be possible to interpret what has been delivered on and compare with an As Built SAP assessment. 
The following are some examples of what photographs could look like for each category. Further guidance on continuity of insulation, 
limiting thermal bridging and ensuring airtightness can be found in paragraphs 4.14 - 4.22 of AD L: Volume 1;  

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Additional photographs for all details 1 – 4 to 

show airtightness details (only if not included 

or visible in continuity of insulation image.) 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

❖ AD L: Volume 1 States “Photographs should be taken for each dwelling on a development”. A ‘type approval’ 
approach may be permitted however this is for the Building Control Body responsible for the development to 
decide.  

 
❖ We would suggest good practice would be to send the photographs throughout the build process, so any 

issues can be mitigated before completion. This may entail running SAP assessments incorporating any 
changes to ensure compliance is achieved which may be charged at hour rate. However, if photographs are 
only received at As Built stage and are in accordance with Appendix B and the SAP assessment complies with 
the energy efficiency requirements of AD L: Volume this is also acceptable.  

 
❖ Currently the requirements in Appendix B of the AD are the same for all types of dwelling. However the view 

that the building envelope should be treated as one entity, therefore a photograph in one apartment could be 
used for the others where the same construction applies. However other photographs such as the building 
services (6A, 6B, 6C) should be taken in each apartment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


